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Mr. Stephen Arrington
2019 Week of prayer
TAIS had the pleasure of welcoming an exciting speaker for
Week of Prayer. He shared
with us his dynamic life
story.
In the 1980s, Stephen Arrington was
moving drugs for the
cartel because his family was threatened. He
then went to prison for
a couple of years. While
he was in prison, he became a firefighter, then he was
made chief engineer. In one of
his talks, he told us about responding to a B1 plane crash
in the desert. He
then gave his life
to God when
he was serving
time. When
he got

out, he was passionate about diving

and he wanted to be a diving instructor in a university. He thought
he had no chance because he
was still on probation and an excon. But someone put a good
word in so, miraculously, he got
the job. Later, he was asked to
join Jacque Cousteau’s team. He
had a lot of amazing experiences
diving with dolphins, whales, great
white sharks, and underwater volcanoes.
In his later life, he has been
dedicated to ministry. He travels
around speaking in schools and
doing mission work in the islands.
His main focus was about putting
God first. Even if you are in
a low point in your life,
you should never give
up, because God will
lead you as long as
you are making opportunities for yourself. He also talked about addictions like vaping,
nicotine, marijuana, and alcohol.
In conclusion, Mr. Arrington’s main approach in his
speeches was to tell us to never
give up on ourselves because God
will lead us. He also told us to stay
away from addiction because it is
harmful to our body and mind. He
encouraged us to join missions to
help other people to spread God’s
word.

College Councler / Bible Teacher

Mr. Daniel Hopson
Mr. Hopson is from southeastern
Tennessee. He had a number of jobs,
most notably, he was in the Marine
Corps for six years. Ms. Megan got
a random call from Mr. Everhart who
offered her a job as a vice principal.
At first, Mr. Hopson didn’t want to
come to Taiwan but he and Ms.
Megan prayed about it and they felt
the Lord impressed them to take the
position. He really likes to ride his
scooter around the campus and he
also likes to interact with the students.
He found out that he likes teaching
more than he ever thought that he
would. It was hard for him to adjust
to life in Taiwan because he used to
have a hamburger everyday but now
he came to a vegetarian campus so
he needs to change his eating style.
He is passionate about the Second
Amendment, because he really likes
guns, and his dog, which he named
Theodore Roosevelt Hopson. His
current position is a Bible teacher and
University Admissions Counsellor.
By: Sarah Chang

Ms. Megan was born in Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgia, but she grew up
in Tennessee. She worked at Hawaii
Mission Academy for two years and
she has been teaching for 10 years.
She came to TAIS because of God.
She likes TAIS because it’s a small
school where everybody is like a family and the school is in the countryside.
She never thought that she
would be a teacher, but God brought
her here to work as a teacher. She
said, “Sometimes, we think about
what we want to do in our life and
have certain ideas like, I want to go
here, I want to do this or I’m going to
marry this person. But what I found in
my life was that my dreams are very
small and God’s dreams for me are
very big.” The times when she feels
happiest, most peaceful and the most
joyful are times when she trusts and
believes in God’s dream for her. This
is why she got married and moved to
Taiwan. And that’s why she is who she
is and where she is today.
By: Janie Chang

Vice Principal / Bible Teacher

Mrs. Megan Elmendorf Hopson

Mr. Yaroslav Ovdiyenko is one of
the newest teachers at TAIS and he definitely has the most difficult name, too. He
is from the Ukraine and he moved to Russia. He started teaching in 2004 but he
didn’t teach continuously. He also worked
in the business field. Before he started
working at TAIS, he worked in the Adventist International Institute of Advanced
Studies (AIIAS) in the Philippines. He was
teaching Masters and Ph.D. students. He
is working on his Ph.D. studies. His wife
got a job in Taiwan first so he found a job
in Taiwan as well. He moved here because he likes the environment, teachers
and students. Since he’s from Russia and
the Ukraine, which are cold countries, the
heat in the summer in Taiwan was a bit
difficult for him. In addition, learning to
communicate in Chinese is difficult. For
Mr. Yaro, teaching is sharing experiences,
“If you know something and you can help
someone else learn that, it’s rewarding,”
he says. He likes sharing knowledge and
thinking about ideas. He likes education
and making life better through it. Mr.Yaro
now is a math and computer teacher and
we are happy to have him at TAIS.
By: Enzo Wang

Algebra 1&2 / Pre - Calculus /
Ap Computer

Mr. Yaroslav “Yaro” Ovdiyenko

English / History : Junior High

Mr. Charles “Chad” Dungan
Mr. Chad Dungan is an outgoing, fun-loving teacher who
takes education seriously. A graduate of Union College in Nebraska,
he’s been teaching in the Adventist
system for 6 years, most recently
in the freezing state of Minnesota
at Adventist Christian School. Before that, he taught in Texas, Hong
Kong, and the Marshall Islands.
His first couple months in Taiwan
have been off to a rough start after sustaining a broken foot with an
infection and spending two weeks
in the hospital. On the plus side,
he likes cafeteria food (wink wink)
and the teachers and students at
TAIS. Being a big guy, he struggles
with the small size of everything in
Taiwan. Mr. Dungan has a strong
interest in history, which he is
teaching, and is passionate about
helping students find their potential and learn in new ways. We are
excited to have him teaching in Junior High.
Interview by Andrew Chang
Written by Mr. Brannaka

P.E Teacher / Coach

Mr. Ryan Wang
Ryan Wang is the youngest
teacher at TAIS and he used
to be a student here. He is
from Taiwan. He worked
in a lot of places, teaching
and tutoring for 2 and a
half years. He is the current
basketball team coach but he
used to be the captain of the
school basketball team so he
doesn’t want the basketball
team to decline. He is from
Taiwan and is younger than
the other teachers so he is
easier for the students to
talk to. His PE class is fun
and exciting. He really cares
about fitness. We’re glad to
have a dedicated PE teacher
and coach like Ryan Wang
at TAIS.
By: Ricky Ku

Ashley Su is the AP Chinese
teacher. She comes from Taichung
and has been teaching for eight
years. She was teaching in the
Czech Republic last year. She
likes TAIS’s rich and challenging
curriculum and the freedom to
design course activities by the
course objectives. The beautiful
campus and positive students are
also something she enjoys at this
school.
One of her goals in teaching
is to help students learn logical
methods so that they can solve
complex problems. She also has
a passion for literary creation.
In addition to watching movies
and reading, she also likes to
write novels and articles. “Life is
literature. Create a fascinating
story and be the master of the
story.”
By: Derek Tsai

AP Chinese Teacher

Mrs. Ashely Su

Mary (陳芮云) is a graduate
student at Chi Nan University
working on Teaching Chinese
as a Second Language. She’s
completing her first paid
internship here at TAIS teaching
Junior High Chinese and
Chinese as a Second Language
to our foreign students. She’s
excited to work on this beautiful
campus and gain experience
as a teacher. While her family
has encouraged her to be a
teacher, she’s also interested in
administrative and office work as
well. She believes that attitude
is the most important thing for
a student to be successful. She
encourages students to put their
whole heart into whatever they
try and that will result in growth.
Written By Mr. Brannaka
Interviewed by Alina Lien / Translated By Peter Yu

AP Chinese Teacher

Geography / U.S Goverment /
Bible

Mrs. Grace Lee
Ms. Grace is a passionate
teacher who wants to make
learning fun for students. She is
from South Korea. She worked in
Indonesia before where she taught
Conversational English and TOEFL.
She has been teaching since her
third year at Andrews University.
She has tutored English, SAT, and
TOEFL. She believes God led her
here. Another bonus is it’s close
to her home: South Korea. Ms.
Grace likes students and teachers
at TAIS. It was not very hard for her
to adjust to life in Taiwan because
it’s similar to Korea and because
she has traveled around the world.
She likes to help students learn.
She likes teaching because she
finds younger people to be more
interesting than older people. She
wants to make lessons interesting
for students. We are very happy
that Ms.Grace is at TAIS.

Mrs. Mary Chen
By: Emi Tashiro

Christmas Time
By Janie Chang

C

hristmas is a happy holiday during which I eat Christmas dinner, travel, go shopping, and decorate my home
with my family. When I was a girl, my family always celebrated Christmas. I like to be with my friends and
my family so I really enjoy it. We do not always
eat turkey at Christmas but sometimes we will.
Roast beef is delicious and is very suitable for
Christmas. Hot pot is my favorite food and I always
eat a lot. When Christmas is coming, usually everybody’s home will have a Christmas tree. My
family and I always put some cute things or
candy on it. My family always puts some pictures or wreaths on the wall that are so pretty. I love the Christmas ornaments because they
are very beautiful and exquisite. Christmas is my favorite holiday because I can eat delicious food like
turkey, roast beef, and hot pot. Also, I can decorate
my home like the tree and walls. When Christmas is
coming, I’m always excited to celebrate Christmas with
my family and friends because Christmas is a happy holiday.

K

N

ew Year is the best holiday. Many
times, we have a party in my home
or friend’s house. On this day at night, we
have a lot of fun. We have a celebration because my home is near 101 so my dad and
mom will invite many friends to come to
my home to have a party. We see a movie
and play mobile games. At 12 o’clock, we
go to see Taipei 101 fireworks. We have a
party and many people come to my house.
Everyone has a lot of fun at the party. It
is the best holiday each year. At this time,
how disappointed I would be not to go to
see the fireworks. In this day, I am very
excited in the morning because at night
we have a lot of fun and eat a lot and we
see fireworks. This holiday is the most fun
each year.
By Enzo Wang

orean New Year is a traditional holiday
during which I eat Korean food, play
games, and wear Korean clothes. My family
has celebrated this holiday as long as I can
remember. I go to my hometown and I enjoy
playing games with my cousins. Gonggi is
a popular Korean game that is traditionally
played using five stones. We play with
special kite. Yutnori is a traditional board
game in Korea, especially during Korean
New Year. Teoguk is a Korean traditional
dish. The dish consists of the soup with
thinly sliced rice cakes. Hhajeon (화전; 花
煎), or flower cake, is a small Korean panfried rice cake. It is made out of glutinous
rice flour, honey and edible petals from
seasonal flowers, such as rhododendron.
Jeon is a dish made by seasoning whole,
sliced, or minced fish, meat, vegetables,
etc., and coating them with wheat flour and
egg wash before frying them in oil. I like
to spend Korean New Year with my family
because I can’t meet them easily so I like to
play games and eat Korean food with them
I like to wear a Hanbok because that is the
Korean traditional beautiful dress and I
like to wear and show with everyone.
By Emi Tashiro

Junior
High
River Tracing
Elizaveta Ovdiyenko

O

ne of our activities at Camp Taiwan
was river tracing. River tracing is
an activity where you walk through
a river. To go river tracing you need to wear
a wetsuit and water shoes; they are a bit uncomfortable. The river was cold, but the sun
was hot. Sometimes we walked across land
and other times across the rocks that were
slimy. Some of us fell because of that but it
was fine. On our way up the waterfall, we
saw small fish and tadpoles.

When you stepped where they were swimming, they swam away and hid in rock
cracks. We climbed up a rock wall that was
very steep and the water was falling down
on us from the top of the rocks. We all got
wet, but the sun dried us up. River tracing
is a really fun activity, I am happy that we
were able to go on this trip.

Outdoor Camp
Caneoing
Dale Hung

D

uring our outdoor school trip we
went to Sun Moon Lake for canoeing.
To canoe, you need two people in the
boat and you both have to paddle. If you both
paddle on the same side, you will turn. Canoeing is fun, but it can make you tired. This was
my first time canoeing and I learned how to
paddle the canoe. It was a good learning experience.
We canoed in the afternoon for about
three or four hours. It was very hot, but it was
very fun. We got wet while we were canoeing.
I fell into the water and it was really funny. My
friends laughed a lot; it was great. After canoeing, we came back to school. Canoeing was
awesome, but I got a sunburn. Outdoor school
was very exciting and fun. I wish I could have
stayed on the trip, because it was more fun
than school. I am looking forward to going on
the trip next year.

Raft Building
D

Ian Lee

uring Monday on our trip, we went to
Sun Moon Lake. They had teachers to
show you how to make the raft. First,
we chose two teams, then we started to make
the raft. First, we used the rope to bundle the
bamboo, then we put the bucket on the bamboo and wrapped the rope around them. Once
we were done, we could sail the raft.
My partner and I sailed the raft and it
was very fun, because we were splashing each
other with water. One of the fun things that
happened was was when Alina fell into the water. We also splashed the other teams. We won
the race, and it was awesome! Rafting taught
us how to work together and we learned a lot
of teamwork.
We learned many things at outdoor
school. I want to go to outdoor school next
year because I think it will be fun.

W

e made rafts and rowed our rafts in Sun
Moon Lake. First, the coach taught us
how to tie a strong knot to tie the bamboo
and the bucket together so that they wouldn’t
fall apart. For me, tying the knots was quite
easy, but some people had a hard time tying
the knots. Then we started testing the raft we
made ourselves. After we practiced rowing,
the coach suddenly proposed that we compete
to see which group could row our rafts faster.
Our group really wanted to win, so we rowed
very hard. The other group was playing and
splashing a lot, so they were kind of slow. We
were able to beat them by one hundred meters. Everyone had a great time rafting, but we
all got a little sunburned. I am happy that we
got to go on the trip to Sun Moon Lake. Rafting is such a fun activity.

Angela Chang

STand up Paddleboarding
O

n the second day of our Sun Moon Lake
trip, we did stand up paddleboarding.
Stand up paddleboarding is a sport where
you stand on a flat board and push yourself
through the water with a paddle. It felt pretty
cool to do this sport. We splashed each other,
that was fun. We also jumped into the water
and swam around. We had a lot of fun doing
that, but we got very tired from the exercise. I
got a sunburn that day, but it was still fun.
Sun Moon Lake is a very beautiful
place. The water was very cool and clean. This
trip was my favorite part of this school year.
I really want to go stand up paddling again
because it is so fun. I want to go to outdoor
school again next year.

BIke Ride
S

un Moon Lake is very beautiful and is a
nice place to ride your bike. We rode bikes
around the lake and saw the sun shining on
the lake. We saw fish swimming in the water.
Many people were swimming in the water. The
big trees were beautiful. They had leaves that
had fallen into Sun Moon Lake..
While we were riding our bikes, many
people fell down, but no one was badly hurt.
Claire and Emily rode a tandem bike together.
Sun Moon Lake is very hilly so going up the
hills is very difficult and slow. Going down the
hills is very fast and fun. Riding our bikes at
Sun Moon Lake was a fun time. I am excited
to go on the trip next year. I hope that we can
go to Sun Moon Lake again soon.

WIlliam Chen

Terry Chang

JOY
CUP
2 0 1 9
J

“The students cheered
for our teammates
while they were competing and we cheered
for other teams.”

oy Cup is the biggest event of the year in
which all three schools, TAA, TAIS, and TAC,
collaborate together. Before the event, we had
already practiced marching, dancing, and the
team cheer. Although it didn’t work well the first
time, in the end, we found our team spirit. On
Saturday night, we only had the opening ceremony, team cheer, and dragon ball. Sunday
is when all the sports competitions began.
Our students participated in all kinds of
competitions: running, high jump, relay
races, and tug of war. We also participated in fun games: captured the flag and
dragon ball. The students cheered for our
teammates while they were competing and
we cheered for other teams.
Our school had 24 participants running
for the relay and our teachers also ran
with us. At first, we weren’t
leading, but because we
cooperated very well, we
ended up winning the first
place.

I

n the end, we won the
sportsmanship award
which our school has
won the past several
years. It was my pleasure to see that students
were participating to be
a team. Everyone was shouting
and cheering for our students
and that is the right spirit for
Joy Cup.

S un Moon Lake
Wedding

D

uring one day, we went
to Sun Moon Lake to
perform at a wedding. I
really enjoyed it because I
believe it was beneficial for
us. We were informed of
this performance one week
before the wedding, so we
didn’t have much time to
practice. We only had four
days to practice, but I think
our performance was pretty good. Even if some parts
were not smooth, we did
not make a lot of mistakes.
I helped two people to practice because they were
struggling a little. When I
was teaching them, I felt excited because I have never
been a teacher. Performing
at Sun Moon Lake wedding
was enjoyable. I hope to go
to the performance again
next year.

S

kateboarding is my favorite hobby because it is very exciting. The first time I
tried skateboarding I was 9 years old. Skateboarding helps me relax, concentrate on
success, and challenges me in new ways.
I enjoy learning new skill sets. Skateboard can be beneficial for players. You
can make friends for life with skateboarding. Skateboarding burns calories and makes
you healthier. Skateboarding is a very intense
sport and is very dangerous. I get a lot so it
doesn’t bother me. In addition to learning
skateboarding, it is important to improve the
skills. The sport requires a lot of practice and
dedication.

Skateboarding
By Ricky Ku

