
T I M E

TAIWAN INTERNATIONAL BIMONTHLY EDITION

November 

2018Vol VII I : 

Issue I



Contents
Weekend Update06

News

08

Essay: Pressure10

Lemons and Lemonade16

New Faces12

Joy Cup

03

SA Nook18

Piano School19

Hong Yeh20



News

New Electives for 

Music Enthusiasts

T
AIS has invited Mr. Donald 

Hsieh, a professional cel-

lo player and music teach-

er, to be the instructor of the 

Wind Ensemble class beginning 

this fall semester, on Tues-

days and Thursdays at 3:35 – 

5:00 PM. Although the class is 

named, Wind Ensemble, it is ac-

tually composed of students who 

play other instruments as well; 

in total, there are 16 students 

in this class who play trum-

pet, trombone, flute, clarinet, 
drums, saxophone, xylophone, 

and strings (violin, viola, and 

cello) respectively. Meanwhile, 

the Hand Bells which was only a 

club last school year is now a 

class under the instruction of 

Mrs. Debbie Corkum, on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays, 3:30-5:00 PM. 

There are, at present, eight 

(8) students taking the class.   

S
ixty- two (62) students 

have decided to come and 

avail themselves of TAIS 

education this school year - 55 

boarders and 7 villagers, 16 

new students from Taipei, New 

Taipei, and Taichung cities and 

46 returnees. True to its com-

mitment to maximize service to 

students, TAIS has hired more 

teachers. Next semester, en-

rollment might get to 65 and in 

SY 2019-2020, it might hopeful-

ly get back to 80 or even more.

Musical Concert

Sunday, 9/2

I
n the afternoon of September 

2nd, a musical concert was 

held at IEC (Internation-

al Education Center) to promote 

TAIS’ new music elective for SY 

2018-2019. The group, “Butter-

fly” under the baton of Mr. Don-
ald Hsieh presented a fascinat-

ing concert that parents loved 

and appreciated. The group was 

composed of Puli music stu-

dents under Mr. Hsieh who runs 

a school at Puli. Wind Ensemble 

is TAIS’ newest elective for 

students who have been wanting 

formal hours of learning in mu-

sic. Mr. Donald Hsieh is the 

instructor-in-charge. That same 

afternoon, TAIS asked interest-

ed parents to sign up for the 

wind ensemble class, and imme-

diately, 16 students were en-

listed.   Class Dojo to Encourage 

Use of English

E
ach student is represented 

in the class with color-

ful and funny avatars that 

teachers can click and input 

comments and points. Teachers 

can either input positive com-

ments and high points or choose 

to comment, “Needs work” if 
they think students still have 

to try more. Students can re-

ceive comments on their Eng-

lish presentation or projects, 

speeches, random use of English 

in or outside the classroom, 

and translation practices. Dojo 

seems to be a welcome tool as 

students love to talk about it 

– besides frequently checking 

on their grades on RenWeb, they 

now also check Class Dojo for 

teachers’ comments and points. 

However, Dojo is exclusive to 

use of English; regarding stu-

dents’ random acts of kindness, 

they still can get “merit tick-

ets” from teachers to exchange 
for some goodies during “Happy 

Bag” occasions.

Enrollment 2018-2019

“Each student is rep-
resented in the class 

with colorful and funny 
avatars...”

“Wind Ensemble is TAIS’ 
newest elective for stu-

dents who have been want-
ing formal hours of learn-

ing in music.”



Fewer clubs, more committed members  
During the Club Fair on Septem-

ber 15th, a Saturday night, TAIS 

students signed up to one or two 

clubs of there own choice. This 

year, there are fewer clubs to 

choose from, but students have 

been instructed that their at-

tendance shall be strictly ob-

served and checked, and their 

participation and commitment 

is required. The following are 

this year’s club choices: Ping-

pong, badminton, basketball, 

soccer, art, and His Hands. Ex-

cept for ping-pong, all sports 

clubs join competitions outside 

the school. Art is the only 

club that promotes and devel-

ops creativity while His Hands 

promotes the practice of mis-

sionary-mindedness. Sponsors of 

respective clubs have expressed  

a desire to enourage their mem-

bers to be more committed and 

active. 

TAIS receives “Very Good” 

Rating by AAA

September 17-19, 2018

T
o check on the quality of 

TAIS based on internation-

al Adventist standard, a 

group of AAA (Adventist Accred-

itation Agency) accreditors 

visited and examined the school 

in 9 areas including academics, 

administration, mission and 

philosophy, finances, and more. 
While locally, TAIS is recog-

nized by the Nantou government, 

the organization receives ac-

crediation through two interna-

tional agencies, Griggs Inter-

national Academy and Adventist 

Accreditation Agency.

O
n the last day of the visit 

at the Arts Center, TAIS 

was told to have received 

“ Very Good” rating, commended 
on many areas of growth, and 

will be visited again after 

four years. 

News

“TAIS educational 
philosophy is built 
around collabora-

tive learning 
projects.”



Week of Prayer  
During the first week in Noveme-
ber, Pastor Jack Chen came to 

TAIS for the bi-annual Week of 

Prayer. Consisting of 5 morn-

ing worships, 5 evening meet-

ings, Sabbath morning church, 

and Sabbath afternoon Q&A, the 

student body as well as faculty 

and staff were immensely bless-

ed by the pastor’s testimony. 

He shared his unique struggles 

with learning to walk with a 

disability along with personal 

stories from people he knew and 

gave helped to. In addition, 

Pastor Jack compared the local 

Daoist and Buddhist religions 

to Christianity.

Instagram Photo Contest

For the month of October, a new 

challenge was created. The In-

stagram Photo Contest was for 

students to upload their best 

photos related to TAIS to their 

Instagram and use the hastags 

#connecttais and #taissocial. 

The best two were selected and 

recieved nice prizes for their 

efforts. Students got really 

excited about the projects and 

about 60 pictures were entered. 

Sharon Liu recieved the first 
place prize with a photo of Josh 

Lu shouting into the megaphone 

for sports day. It caught the 

attention of the judges because 

of the energy and emotion in 

the photo, along with lighting, 

editing, and composition. The 

second place prize went to Sa-

riah Liu for a portrait of Al-

len Yiu taken at sunset.

News

Left: Portrait of Allen Yiu by Sariah Liu

Below: Josh and the Megaphone by Sharon Liu

Students Pull Together

T
his year at TAIS has seen 

a welcome and remarkable 

trend, students pulling 

together. Sure, they pulled to-

gether at Joy Cup 2018 Tug-of-

War to come in second, TAIS’ 

best finish ever, but that’s not 
all. Students pulled together 

to make the t-shirt on short 

notice, Joseph Yuan making the 

winning design. Vincent Liao de-

signed the striking flag and oth-
er students helped to paint it. 

Naomi Huang worked tirelessly 

to teach everyone the dance and 

lead the team to victory. Sari-

ah Liu stepped up and shouted 

the cheer until she lost her 

voice, winning TAIS the team 

spirit award. SA Officers met, 
chatted on Line, made phone-

calls, and orgnaized the entire 

event. TAIS pulled together as 

a team, and each member was im-

portant. Well done.



  TAIS had its first on-weekend on 

Sept. 14-16, 2018. We were to gath-

er around the camp fire, and prior to the 

start of the program at 7:00, Mr. Everhart 

and company had set the camp in fire! Mr. 

Randy and his “knights” opened the night 

with singing – Henry, Jason, and Jerry 

sang while Randy was on his guitar. Pastor 

Leroy followed with his opening remarks 

and instruction on what’s about to happen 

that night. Slips of paper were given away 

to students with their names and fruits of 

the Spirit: joy, peace, patience, goodness, 

kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control. These are supposed to be the 

names of the 8 small groups this year. 

 To offer some surprise, the slips of 

paper were posted on their backs 

yet, to be read at a time when Pastor Le-

roy had invited sponsors to station any-

where around. Sponsors then announced 

the name of their small group (fruits of the 

Spirit) where any students bearing that 

name should come and join. It was a little 

confusing, but fun. Then, per Pastor Leroy’s 

instructions, each group chose a literal 

fruit that would match and represent their 

fruit of the Spirit, and then recite a match-

ing Bible verse. 

delig
h

tful First o
n 

w
eekend
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 Later in the night, John Osborn and 

Jaymeson Mallory shared how God 

had led them into coming to Taiwan to 

teach. Friday meeting in the camp fire 

ended with light snacks.

 On Sabbath morning, Sept. 16, we 

had the annual first breakfast tra-

dition sponsored by the SA. After breakfast, 

TK and Bonnie Bol shared their Christian 

journey and then everybody proceeded to 

the Health Center for the divine worship 

led by Pastor Leroy with all Bible teachers. 

In the afternoon, each small group did skit 

and other creative performances to illus-

trate the meaning of the fruit of the Spirit 

each is representing. It was so much fun 

and enlightening at the same time. Each 

group was given enough time to discuss 

and practice before actual presentation.



 JOY CUP         

     2018

PANTHERS

As a prelude to Joy Cup, we had a 
special Friday program on the 27th 

of October, understanding and realizing 
once again that our victories depend on 
our Almighty God. TAIS produced and 
showed the video of the much-applaud-
ed David and Goliath epic, while TAA 
had the well-meaning story of Jonah, and 
college students dramatized Moses’ epic 
with much accuracy. On that night also, 
TAIS hand bells ensemble shared two 
music which everyone appreciated. 

On Saturday night, at 6:45, all stu-
dents, faculty and staff marched in 

their colorful uniforms into the middle 
of the field as Joy Cup officially opened.  
TAA were in green, white, purple, and 
gray, while TAC also in purple, and TAIS 
in yellow. All three schools had someone 
to carry and wave their flags much to the 
amusement of all. After the march was 
the usual flag raising, opening prayer and 
torch bearing / lighting which, to many 
has always been one of the most exciting 
highlights of the Joy Cup. There’s always 
the feeling of drama and awe about it.  



The Athlete’s Oath was 
conducted after the flag 

raising ceremony and then, 
the “Waka Waka” dance fol-
lowed. The game that opened 
the annual sports week was 
the much contested , “tug 
of war”; however, that night, 
it was just the preliminaries. 
Students went home that eve-
ning, looking forward to the 
big Sunday event. 

In the morning of the 29th, 
we repeated the Waka Waka. 

A dance number from facul-
ty kids and Korean drum ex-
hibition from Salu, Taichung 
guests followed. Then, races 
of various distances followed, 
and simultaneously, discuss 
throws and high jumps were 
held; then, relays and other 
fun games like Dragon Ball 
were participated by students, 

teachers, and guests. In every 
event or game, cheers would 
be heard; words of encour-
agement were shouted across 
and reverberated all through-
out. But in fairness, TAIS was 
noticeably the best expression 
of teamwork as they all shout-
ed (with all their might), 

“Tug of war” closed the 
sports day as it opened it. 

TAIS was again the over-all 
champion and was awarded, 

the team with greatest team 
spirit. This is TAIS 4th in a 
row. This year’s sports festival 
proved to have accomplished 

the values it’s worth for: unity, 
love, and joy!



Pressure is part of every person’s 

life. As a student, we have pres-

sure on our grades, relationship with 

friends, and with parents.  On the oth-

er hand, adults have pressure on their 

work, their family, and their health.  

People usually complain and engage 

in argument because of pressure - it’s 

very hard to be comfortable under 

stress. “Grace” meanwhile is defined 
in dictionaries as elegance or beau-

ty of form, manner, motion, or action. 

How can “grace” and “pressure” be 

combined together? I think the major 

factor is “courage”. The famous Amer-

ican author Ernest Hemingway de-

fines it as Grace under Pressure” His 
definition means the beauty of form 

and manner the individual maintains 

in a very tense or dangerous circum-

stance. I quite agree with Hemingway. 

Ana Avalon in “ The Leap” by Lou-

ise Erdrich has shown this kind of 

courage three times in her life. First, 

when she’s able to save herself in 

a bitter thunderstorm that unfortu-

nately took her husband and unborn 

child. Second time when while at the 

hospital for her burnt hands, broken 

arm and the bitter news of her hus-

band’s and unborn child’s deaths, she 

remained calm and moving forward. 

She stepped out of the hospital after 

some months and started a new life 

with her new husband. The third time 

was she saved her daughter who got 

stuck in their burning house. 

Calm and graceful 
under pressure 

“While at the hospital for 
her burnt hands, broken 
arm and the bitter news 
of her husband’s and un-

born child’s deaths, she re-
mained calm.”



I believe Anna Avalon was able to 

remain calm and courageous un-

der pressure because of her training 

as a blindfold trapeze performer. It 

helped her to control her body move-

ments and the directions she desired 

to take. According to my research, 

blindfold trapeze performers train 

themselves to control the rise of the 

oxygen supply of the brain by deep 

breathing. It helps them to form a 

sense of freedom as they sail through 

the air. From a personal experience 

it is very important to keep your 

bad emotion away while solving a 

problem because it really won’t help 

things get better.  Bad emotion has 

caused me to make wrong decisions. 

We should learn to be patient, so we 

could see circumstances more clear-

ly. 

To have grace under pressure is 

certainly not easy, nor impossible. 

Although we are still young, it’s never 

too early to start learning about it. 

I really admire Anna’s bravery, if I 

were in her situation, I might just give 

up and kill myself. Wish as I grow up, 

I can solve problems with calm and 

grace, just like Anna. 

An Expository
Essay 
by Linnea Lin 

“To have grace under pres-
sure is certainly not easy, nor 

impossible.”

“Blindfold trapeze per-
formers train themselves 
to control the rise of the 

oxygen supply of the brain 
by deep breathing.”



New Faces
Part 1

Mr. John Osborn 
teaches Social Studies, and 11th grade Bible. He is from Nebras-

ka, USA. He has a BA in History and Theology, and is current-
ly working on an MA in History. His parents are about 60, his 
grandma is about 95 years old, and his brother is 32. His dad is 
a hospital administrator, his mother is a retired nurse, and his 
brother is a pastor. He enjoys hiking, watching TV, and debat-
ing politics on the Internet. He thinks that we are very friendly 

and very helpful. He also thinks TAIS is a beautiful campus with fas-
cinating scenery.

Mr. Jaymeson Mallory 
is from the USA, he is teaching Pre Algebra and Geometry. He likes 
playing basketball, baseball, soccer, and board games in his free time. 
He got a younger sister; his father is an engineer. He thinks that this 
campus is very beautiful, and the students are very respectful.



Mrs. Bonnie Mae Bol 
is from India and an English teacher with a master’s degree. She taught at 
TPCA, Taipei before coming here.  She likes to make chicken rolls for her 
husband in her free time and also reads comic books when she is very 
bored. Sometimes she likes to play badminton on weekends and hol-
idays. She’s happy to be in this green and beautiful campus – waking 
up at five in the morning and jogging with her husband has been her 
morning ritual. She likes TAIS students very much, because they are re-
spectful, and diligent. Similarly, she appreciates her cooperative and help-
ful colleagues. “ I wish my students would invite their friends to come and 
study in this good school,” she concluded.

Jerry Peng 
is a 10th grader, and is from New Taipei City. He was a student 
at Da-An High School before coming to TAIS. Jerry is an only 
child, and he lives with his parents and grandparents. His fa-
ther is an real estate agent, and his mother is a music teach-
er. Jerry likes to play basketball or cello during his free time. 
Surprisingly, he enjoys the cafeteria food which he thinks is 
delicious. He also likes TAIS natural environment especially its 



Angel Liu 
is in Grade 8.  She’s from Hong Kong and her favorite subject is PE.  

She has only traveled to Taiwan.  Angel has no brother or sister, and 
her mom is a homemaker while her dad is a businessman. She likes 

sports and writing.  She thinks that this campus is very big.

Janie Chang 
is from Linkou and she’s in Grade 8. She used to study at 
Linkou Junior High School. Her family travels a lot – she 
has been to Japan and Guam. They also like to go 7-11 store 
hopping and enjoy camping with their friends. On her free 
time, Janie likes playing badminton and drawing. She feels 
so much out in nature as she thinks of this campus like a 
forest. Most of all, she is happy that her classmates are very 
kind to her.

Bonnie Liu 
comes from Taipei. She is the secretary in the Soph-
omore class. She was previously in Lishan Senior 
High School, which is a science school. Bonnie 
enjoys taking part in debating competitions and 
studying English. Her hobbies are playing bas-
ketball and tennis, listening to music, and reading 
books. Bonnie’s mother and sister are in America, 
and she lives with her dad. Her first impression is 
that the TAIS campus is really large, beautiful 
and close to nature.



Stephanie Pan 
is in Grade 9 and she is from Taipei. Her birthday is on June 
6th and is 14 years old. She previously went to Xisong Ele-
mentary School and ZLSH in Taipei. She has been to Japan, 
Bali, Green Island, and Hong Kong. She has a little sister and 
a little brother. Both her dad and mom are doctors. She likes 
to play flute in her free time and also likes to play with her 
brother and sister. Her initial impression of TAIS campus is 
that it is very, very big; the teachers are very interesting and 
she thinks that the students are very kind.

Hannah Akyian 
is a JH teacher. She is from Haiti, and as a professional teach-
er, she has been in many countries already. The last place she 
was in was the Marshall Islands. She is the youngest and the 
only girl in her family. She has an older brother. Her dad is 
a preacher while her mom is a teacher. She likes to read and 
cook as her hobbies. She thinks that the TAIS family is very 
nice kind with very respectful students, staff, and teachers.  
She’s glad that she came to TAIS to teach.

Mia Ho
is a 10th grader from Taipei. 
She came to TAIS Putai, the 
Buddhist school in Puli, a few 
weeks after the semester started. 
Her hobbies include figure skat-
ing and reading in Chinese and 
English. She can play two tradi-
tional Chinese instruments, the 
Erhu and Guzheng. Her posi-
tive and polite attitude endear 
her to students and teachers.



By Amos Ngo

“When life gives you lemons, make lem-
onade.” This quote clearly suggests 

that a human hand is needed to turn a lem-
on into lemonade. Most people prefer lem-
onade over lemons because lemons are sour, 
but what does it take to turn lemons into the 
sweet and popular drink?  Sugar is the ingre-
dient that makes lemonade sweet. Therefore, 
I think instead of telling people “When life 
gives you lemons, make lemonade,” it should 
be “When life gives you lemons, find sugar, 
and make it into lemonade.” 
 For students who decide to use this topic 
as their application essay, they will provide a 
story, tell us how they struggle so hard in the 
second or third paragraph, then successfully 
achieve euphoria. I dislike the fact that peo-
ple say that the obstacles we encounter can be 
fundamental to later success. I do not mean 
that what they are saying is totally wrong or 
totally nonsense. I just think the statement is 
too superficial for its meaning. This makes us 
focus on the idea that challenges, setbacks, 

or failure only happen so 
that we can use it later 
and to prevent bad 
things from happening. 
This is definitely not a 
good approach to tackle 
challenges, setbacks, or 

failure. I am not a 
very patient guy; I 
want to see the re-
sults immediately 

and you tell me that 

these bad things happen only because some-
thing might happen in the future and I have 
to prevent it? What happens when something 
similar never happens in the future or I don’t 
even want to prevent it?
 

I watched a fantastic Marvel movie named 
Dr. Strange this summer. It was one of the 

best I’ve ever watched. While people talked 
about how CGI effects shocked them, how the 
characters were so handsome, and how fab-
ulous the fight scenes were. I honestly didn’t 
find those observations very appealing and 
shocking. However, there was a quote in that 
movie that summarizes what I truly feel about 
difficulties and hardships. “Death is 
what gives life meaning. To 
know your days are num-
bered…” In like manner, 
aren’t challenges, setbacks, 
difficulties or even failures what 
shapes and colors our lives and 
make it more interesting?
  “When life gives you lemons, 
find sugar, and make it into lemon-
ade.” Sugar is one of the most 
common ingredients is to be 
found anywhere. It took me 
a while to realize this truth: 
sugar can be found inside of 
us. The sugar that makes a sour 
lemon into lemonade is that when one en-
joys his/her lemon. Sugar can therefore be a 
state of mind, but at its best, sugar is sim-
ply EFFORT!
   

LEMONs AND LEMONADE
Homeroom Time



H
ow do students get help to solve their 
many problems in school? Of course, 
they have their dorm deans, teach-

ers, SA (Student Association) and principal. 
To also help them are their class spon-

sors, but meeting them face to face is, 
in fact, a challenge. In response, TAIS 
has installed specific time for students 

and their class sponsors to meet and 
communicate regularly. On Tuesdays 

and Thursdays at 1:15-1:45 PM, each class 
from Junior High to 12th Grade and their 

sponsors meet to discuss and solve 
problems, answer questions, re-
spond to calls for help, remind 
each other of important events, 

and so on. Furthermore, on a 
night of the week the class has chosen, stu-

dents and sponsors work together for night 
snacks (to be served to TAIS dormitory stu-

dents). With this schedule, students cannot 
take a nap except on Tuesdays and Thursday. 
Contrary to last year’s schedule, students no 

longer have the time and opportunity to meet 
teachers after 4:25 because it is now Period 
5. All electives have been placed during this 
time and we finish classes at 5:10. That is why 
homeroom time is very important for us; we 
have our sponsors to answer our questions. 
However, there are times that we really need 
to see other teachers. Anyway, we all have to 
be positive with this latest development in our 
schedule – we are indeed happy getting to-
gether as a class and chatting with each other 
and our warm and accommodating sponsors.

At least we are thankful for these sponsors 
for time and patience with all of us:  JH 

– Miss Jocelyn and Miss Hanna; Grade 9 – 
Mr. and Mrs. Bol, Dr. Laguardia, Mr. Roland; 
Grade 10 – Pastor. and Mrs. Corkum, Mr. 
Brannaka; Grade 11- Miss Grace and Mr. Cal-
leb; Grade 12- Miss Vivienne, Mr. Camro, and 
Mr. Jaymeson.

Homeroom Time

Helpful or 

Not?



SA Nook: Interview 
with Jerry Chen

Interviewer: From an anonymous source, I heard that this school 
year’s events will be different! Is this right?

Vice President: Yes. Five of us are trying our best to make some changes.
For example, the weekend night. We’ve heard that a lot of Saturday night activities’ 
weren’t all satisfying for students. Fortunately, as our association sponsors informed 
us, the SA will be allowed to be involved in planning Saturday night activities this 
year!

Vice president: Do you remember, Master Chef? We are reviving it, and other forgot-
ten ones which former students have enjoyed in the past. 

Interviewer: Hmm… sounds exciting. What about major activities?
 
Vice President: Another notable event after the sports day is the Christmas month. 
We’re planning some fun activities which will happen for the first time in this school. 
For example, we will start a candy jar guessing campaign. The game rule is simple; 
there will be unknown amount of candies in the jar. If you can estimate the nearest 
amount of candy in the jar to the actual answer, the winner will get the whole jar of 
candies. 

Interviewer: A whole jar of candy as reward?

Vice President: Yes! If you are lucky enough to guess the numbers right, the whole jar 
of sweets is yours.

Interviewer: I’m actually happy to hear from you guys. Can you tell us more which is 
for the next semester?

Vice President: I apologize; spoilers end there.

Interviewer: Guess that’s all. But still, thank you for 
your time and spoilers. I hope that no SA spon-
sors will find you afterwards for trouble due to the 
leaked plans.

Vice President: You bet!
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 On Friday, 26th October, my mom and 
I left for Taipei where my dad’s of-

fice was and on Saturday morning, we left for 
Shanghai. Upon arrival, we proceeded to an 
agency where I was briefed about the inter-
view and theory test which I would be taking 
on Sunday and Monday, respectively. By the 
way, all these things are related to my plan to 
pursue my music education in China after my 
schooling at TAIS. 

 Sunday: the interview time was at 11 
a.m. My mom gave me heating pads 

to warm my hands and be relaxed. By the 
time of my interview, I was told that there 
would be three sections in this interview. 
First, playing two piano pieces (one quick 
and one slow), second, sight reading, hear-
ing, and finally, introducing myself. The inter-
viewer had given me one to two minutes of 
practicing and had given some hints on how 
to express the pieces. When I was playing the 
pieces, I was so focused on remembering the 
tempo, melody, and expressing the pieces. 

When I was finished with the playing, the 
interviewer gave me 30 seconds to 

start the sight reading. After that, 
he tested me on the hearing 

part. After all the tests, he 
asked me some ques-

tions which allowed 
me to introduce 

myself. The 
questions 

were: 

Where are 
you born? 
What are 
your experi-
ences? What 
are your hob-
bies? When 
did you start 
playing pi-
ano? How 
many piano teachers have you ever had? 
Which schools have you studied in? He also 
asked me questions on self-reliance and fu-
ture dreams, but I think the most important 
question was, “Would you mind if your piano 
techniques need some more improvement, 
or if the professors change your major from 
piano performance to piano teaching? 

 “My dream is really to become a 
piano teacher, so I am certain-

ly willing to change my major. However, my 
piano teacher has suggested that if my major 
is piano performance, then I will have many 
stage-performances experience that should 
help me in teaching children in the future.” 

 Monday, I had two hours of theo-
ry test, which was easier than I 

thought. Overall, the test went without a 
hitch. Then I had the whole afternoon free, 
so I spent it all sightseeing with my mom. 
For all my schoolmates who are reading this 
account, one important lesson to learn is 
preparedness, but also, open-mindedness. 
Had I not been serious and diligent in all my 
piano lessons, I would have not been confi-
dent enough to play the pieces asked of me 

and wouldn’t have been so self-possessed. 
Without open-mindedness, I would 

have not heeded all suggestions 
given for my improvement!

Piano School Visit
By Rucy Tai



Hong Yeh 
Service Trip

On November 14 – 16, I joined, for the first time, 
the Thanksgiving community service which is 

done every year by our school. The English idiom, 
“joining the bandwagon” exactly fit my decision in 
joining the trip because when I learned that some 
of classmates were joining, I just did. But especially 
when I learned that the sponsors were some teach-
ers and staff that I have been comfortable with, I 
didn’t hesitate in joining. Still, I never knew if I 
would enjoy or how I would feel about the whole 

thing. One thing in my mind, it must be fun. Sor-
ry, but I was just being honest. In addition, 

I believed I would learn how to do a lot of 
things during this community service. My 

initial reaction–excited!

Before the service trip, we had a lot of meet-
ings where we were trained how to teach 

kids English. We also received instructions on 
our duties and assignments and were divid-
ed into different groups.  Hong-Yeh village 
in Nantou has this beautiful school 
that serves students who live in 
the area and cannot go to town 
to be schooled. For three solid 
days, we painted walls of its 
seven classrooms and cleaned 

up the surroundings of the 

community’s public hot springs. What amazed us 
was when we went to start cleaning the hot springs, 
we noticed that they were already clean! We were 
informed by Miss Bella that Hong-Yeh parents vol-
unteered to initially clean them before we would 
have cleaned them. That really touched us – we 
deeply appreciate their gesture! There were 25 of 
us, divided into two groups: 1) one group that did 
painting while 2) another group taught kids English 
and conducted fun activities with them. After that, 
both groups did the clean- up of the surroundings 
of the hot springs – basically, picking up trash. 
When we’d all done our assignments, our sponsors 
brought us to a famous waterfall nearby. Cold and 
refreshing was the water and we all enjoyed playing 
in the mountain stream. To share the work and fun 
with us were our sponsors Mr. Everhart, Mr. Randy, 
Mrs. Bella, Mr. Camro, Miss Vivienne, and 

Mr. Lucian. My first time on 
a service trip was worth 

all my expectations—it 
was fun, yet meaning-
ful. Shout out to the 
kids and parents of 
Hong-Yeh communi-

ty!


